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Serbia and Jugoslav agitation which her leaders believed
threatened her very existence. No State can be expected
to sit with folded arms and await dismemberment at the
hands of its neighbors. Russia was believed to be intriguing
with Serbia and Rumania against the Dual Monarchy. The
assassination of the heir to the throne, as a result of a plot
prepared in Belgrade, demanded severe retribution; other-
wise Austria would be regarded as incapable of action,
"worm-eaten" as the Serbian Press expressed it, would sink
in prestige, and hasten her own downfall. To avert this
Berchtold determined to crush Serbia with war. He delib-
erately framed the ultimatum with the expectation and
hope that it would be rejected. He hurriedly declared war
against Serbia in order to forestall all efforts at mediation.
He refused even to answer his own ally's urgent requests to
come to an understanding with Russia, on the basis of a
military occupation of Belgrade as a pledge that Serbia
would carry out the promises in her reply to the ultimatum.
Berchtold gambled on a "local" war with Serbia only,
believing that he could rattle the German sword; but rather
than abandon his war with Serbia, he was ready to drag
the rest of Europe into war.
It is very questionable whether Berchtold's obstinate
determination to diminish Serbia and destroy her as a
Balkan factor was, after all, the right method, even if he
had succeeded in keeping the war "localized" and in tem-
porarily strengthening the Dual Monarchy, Supposing that
Russia in 1914, because of military unpreparedness or lack
of support, had been ready to tolerate the execution of
Berchtold's designs, it is quite certain that she would have
aimed within the next two or three years at wiping out this
second humiliation, which was so much more damaging to
her prestige than that of 1908-09. In two or three years,
when her great program of military reform was finally com-
pleted; Russia would certainly have found a pretext to